Palliative chemotherapy for malignant pheochromocytoma: symptomatic palliation of two cases.
Malignant pheochromocytoma is a rare tumor with a poor prognosis because excess production of catecholamines leads to potentially lethal complications. Several chemotherapy regimens have been reported to be effective against this tumor, but a standard form of chemotherapy has not been established. We treated two patients with histologically confirmed pheochromocytoma after surgical removal of the primary lesion. Non-cardiogenic pulmonary edema was resolved and bone metastases were controlled by individualized chemotherapy that decreased the catecholamine levels, and the performance status was improved in both cases. Palliative chemotherapy should be designed to improve the quality of life of cancer patients.